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A SOCIETY has lately been es- 
tablished in Liverpool for beU 
tering the condition and encreasiiig 
the cdiijforts of the poor. The fol- 
lowing report of a committee pre- 
vious to the institution being esta- 
blished,- developes some good oh- 
seri'ations on the best tnodes of as- 
sisting the poor, and points out some 
tisefiil axioms in that branch of poli- 
tical economy, which is connecttd 
■Ivith the proper management of the 
poorer classes of society. The rules 
of the society are also subjoined, 
and also the first report of the soci- 
ety. The latter is enriched with 
some jttst remafbs on that difficult 
science of relieving; the poor with 
the least injury to themselves. In 
all plans for their assistance, the ad- 
ministering of present rfelief should 
be connected with a view to the 
amelioration of those ♦ices, which 
too frequently accompany poverty. 

ftEPOBT O* tut »ELr.CT COMMTTTF.E 
APPOINTED II> APRIL, 1 80&, TO CON- 
SIDER UPON THE BilST MODE OF ES* 
TABtlSHINO A PERMANENT SOCIE- 
TV FOR BATTERING THE CONDITION 
AND INCREASING THE COMFORTS OF 
tHE POOR. 

" YouB committee, after having 
paid the best attention in their pow- 
er to the objects for which they were 
appointed, have prepared the rules 
which accompany this report, as the 
basis of a society for bettering the 
Condition and increasing the com- 
forts of the poor in the town and 
neighbourhood* of Liverpool. 

'^ • By the neighbourhood, it is ftieant 
to include all persons residing within three 
miles of the town of Liverpool." 

BELFAST MAG. NO. SZXIV. 



" The inijuirife! which they have 
fonhd it necessary to make, in order 
to form those rules, upon a founda- 
tion best calculated to attain the de- 
sired object, haying placed within 
their iifimediate view many diflbr- 
ent plans which have been put in 
practice in several populous towns 
ih the united kingdom, for the im- 
provement of the conditicm of the 
poor, they take this opportunity of 
meking a few reniarks upofl the good 
which may be expected gradually 
to arise fr&m an institution of the pro- 
posed nfStture. 

'' And, in the first place> such A 
society will contribute to increase 
that mutual good-i^ill and con- 
nexion %*hicb o<ight ever to subsist 
between the rich and the poor; it 
will d^aw closer those natural bonds 
of union which local circumstances 
may have already formed, and, while 
it serves to remind the highest of 
their duty, it will conduce to ren- 
der the lowest satisfied with their 
condition. 

"The sums of money annually 
expended in this country under the 
name of charity are almost beyond 
calculation.ik But how much of this 
becomes the reward of imposture ; 
how much, with the best intention of 
doing good, is misapplied to the 
purposes of evil; how often does 
that pecuniary bounty, which was 
meant to wipe away the tears of dis- 
tressy and to solace the miseries of 
indigence, fail in its object ; and, in- 
stead of being productive of benefit 
to those very persons whom it was 
kindly intended to relieve, how of- 
ten does it operate to their prejudice 
by furnishing them with the means 
of encouraging their propensities to 
idleness and vice; and by rendering 
z z 
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them less frugal, less mdustilous, 
and less capable of maintaining their 
families by the exertions of honest 
industry. One great- catise of the 
growing evil is obvious ; the genera- 
lity of persons are willing to give 
their roon^y, bat they will riot give 
their time to the poor. It must 
therefore necessarily follow, that in 
such charily there can be little in- 
quiry, and still less discrimination ; 
and there cannot be a truer maxim 
than this, that it is not what is giveB, 
but the right application of it, 
which eoBstitufcs its real value. 
Here then a society of the proposed 
nature will prove itself particularly 
useful. It .will convert benevolence 
to better purposes ; it will direct it 
into better channels ; it will teach 
that the true and legitimate object of 
charity is nrforal Stnendment > it will 
urge the necessity of regular ha- 
bits, of pruil^int economy and of im- 
provcroent of character ; it will Iwld 
out the most powerful motives to 
♦■xertioii ; it will direct its efforts 
to eradicate the seeds of eril, and 
advance the practice of virtue; and, 
whilst it endeavours to operate on the 
lower classes by individual encou- 
ragement, bj' the prospect of hone^- 
ly acquiring property, and bv tivery 
other inciternent to industry and pru- 
dence, it will also' point out to the 
ricli the paths of active atnl useful 
Leiifciicence. 

" It is not necessary that yonr 
committee shottld enumerate the va- 
rious objects which may ultimately 
be attained by an associStion Kkc 
the present s they wilt gradQally 
be developed with the progressiofi 
of the piar». Your coumiitree will, 
however, trespass a little longer tvpon 
fourtime, while they slate what they 
would rectuuHHind for immediate a- 
doptioii ; and the grand basis of the 
plan, they conceive, should be iji- 
quiry and trtvei^tigation. Jt appears 
16 lti«Ml eShtoiially nceeSsary to be- 



come acquainted with the situation 
and character of the resident poor 
in the totvn and neighbourhood, 
before any very extended good can 
be expected to arise from the pro- 
posed institution. However difficult, 
and almost impossible, th« accom- 
plishment of this may at first view 
appeary your committee entertain 
not a doubt that the investigatioti, 
if properly conducted, will not only 
be practicable, but easy of attain- 
ment. 

" i5y a skilRil division of labour, 
by a selection of respectable indi- 
viduals from that class of society, 
who, without being liable either to 
impose or be imposed upon,, have 
the best means of acquiring a com- 
petent knowledge of the poorer 
classes, and by assigning to each 
such apftrtion ss will not interfere 
■with his own personal pursuits, 
yotir committee are confident that 
the desired end hiay, in a great 
measure, be obtained ; and in this 
coiilidcnce the experience of the 
past fully justifies them. This know- 
ledge, when once acquired, may be 
easily preserved ; and the result of 
such a continued inquiry will point 
Out the best remedy for those evils 
so justly complained of in the loose 
and indiscriminate charity of indivi- 
duals. The progress of imposture 
will be checked} the distresses of 
the industrious poor will be pointed 
eut and relieved ; and idleness and 
*ice will be detected and discou- 
raged. 

" The second object whieh your 
Committee would recommend t<vr 
immediate adoption is also one of 
the grf^atest importance. It is art 
andeniable truth, and it should never 
be forgotten as a masiin, ' that one 
-shilling which the poor man earns 
does him more real service than 
tivo which arc given hinu' Upon 
this principle your coiminiitee would 
atriitigly urge the benefits whieh 
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would arise from theesJalilislinient ot" 
3 tfeneral friendly so( ietv * under tlie 
triisteeslii(j of thi" proiecte<l institu- 
tion, and fi)un:l«l on correct prin- 
cipit'S of calcuUiion. No measure 
conid be devised niore politic in its 
object, more practicable in its e\r 
ecution, or more permanent in its 
efl'ects. Bytbii* supplying the poor 
irian with the nieauB of making a 
f)rospective provision for himself and 
his tamilv. you improve his cha- 
racter, you ameliorate his condition, 
and you preserve his independence. 
The great objection of the friendly 
societies aiieady e>itai)!ished is their 
insecurity. They are founded on 
incorrect calculations: with a view 
of encouraging subscriptions, they 
hold out the prospect of larger al- 
lowances in sickness than the con- 
tributions will justify ; and the ine- 
vitable consecjuences .is, their ulti- 
tiiaie dissolution, and often their 
spcedv bankruptcy. It has also not 
unfreqiiently tiappened that the trea- 
surers have been fal-e to their trust; 
and the sum* of money spent at their 
fc")ub-inee(ings tend considerably to 
diminish the funds. With such 
disadvantages it.canuot be a matter of 
.'■urpriseif the industrious popr man, 
wiio labours hard to save sufficient 
to pay his contribution, should be 
unwilling to trust his little all to a 
tenure so precarious j and the obvi- 
ous benefits ol a society, whichj 
from the verv nature of its constitu- 
tion, precludes the possibility of in- 
ternal di^coid, which dispenses its 



" * It would perhaps be more desirable 
to establish separate societies for males and 
females, as tiiere are manv instances in 
which the modes and seasons of relief will 
not apply equally to both. It is not, how- 
ever, thought necessary, in the present 
report, to enter into the minuti^ of the 
proposed measures : it was intended mere- 
ly to elucidate general principles ; the ap- 
plication of them must be left to the future 
committee who mav be appointed to car- 
ry them iut9 ^fFect/' 



allowan/res with strict impartiality, 
and facjlitates the jneans of obtain- 
ing them ; whic-h, in short, ofi'ers 
.such permanent security for the ad- 
vantages it holiis put, re<juir<e w> fur- 
ther illnstrat^ou. 

'' The third measure which your 
committee would at present re- 
commend is the building of tmo 
]jublic kitchens, one in the northern, 
ajid the other in the southerj) part 
of the town. For (not to mention 
the additional expense, which is by 
no means trifling,) the great delay 
and incflnveni,ence which hare re- 
suited upon former occasions, from 
the want of them, sufficiently prove 
the necessity of this measure ; and 
though it is to be hoped that they will 
not he .soon called for, yet in a town 
so extensive and $o populous as Li- 
verpool they never can b^ useless. 
The fluctuations of emplovojcnt are 
at some periods great ; (luring the 
long contiupance of a hard frost manv 
descriptions of the poor are thrown 
out of work; and in .such cases the 
loss of time io nece.ssary preparations 
^nlirtly takes away from the value 
of relief, a^id the evil has reached 
its height before the remedy can 
be applied. Your conmiittee would 
also recommend that a public shop 
should be atlached to each of these, 
win!re_ the common necessaries of 
lilie, such as flour, potatoes, coals, 
&c. should be sold to thepoor for 
ready money only. Let it not be 
understood that they mean to re- 
commend the articles being sold at 
a price below their vidue, nor even 
at prime cost. That would be a 
dereliction of the very principles up- 
on which the society should, in tlieir 
opii\ion, be tbmided. It has been 
asceitained as a fact, from actual 
investigation, that the poor pay an 
advanced price for the couunon ne- 
< essaries of life, at the rate of 25 per 
cent, beyond what the rich do ; 
and, in addition to this, theic is every 
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reasoi) to suppose that tUey are also 
considerable losers in weiglit. The 
establishment of shops, therefore, 
where the poof might be supplied 
with these articles in small quan- 
tities at the same proportionate 
price which is given for large ones, 
cannot bat be produitiye of great and 
lasting good. Your committee will 
illustrate their argument by an 
example. Canal coals, for instance, 
may be purchasei) by the load, at 
fifteen shillings per ton, or ninrperjice 
for the hundred: the poor man, who 
can only purchase them from week 
to week, as he receives his wages, 
can in no case pr<Kure them fpr less 
than one shilling the hundred, be- 
sides the lossjn weight. This is un- 
doubtedly a grest hardship, and an 
adequate remedy wpnld be produc- 
tiye of a twofold benefit ; Is), it 
wonld be a saving to the poor of 
onefovj'th pf their ivaggji, thus ena- 
bling them by their own industry 
to procare additional comforts for 
their families, and to lay by a sm^M 
pum against the day of necessity. 
In the 2d place, it wonld improve 
their habits by requiring immedi- 
ate payment. The (acility with 
vv"i)ich the po<ir arc enabled to con- 
tract debts is one very frequent 
cause of their ruin, and the jn'siaii- 
ces were numberless during the 
Jast Wjoier, in which tt.ey wpre 
prevented from participating in the 
general bounty, by a threat ii oni their 
ti'edit.o<-s of legal proceedings in the 
court of request?, whenever tht;y 
ceased making th<yr nsual purchases, 
or were known to provide ihemselves 
with the articles furnished by 
the committee at reduced prices. 
Thus are th^y prevented from reap- 
ing the full enjoyment of their earn- 
ings, and labour loses its reward. 
An objection has been raised against 
the establishment of public shops, 
upon the ground of the injury which 
might result to the petty shop-keep- 



ers who maintain themselves by the 
sale of the necessaries of life in 
small quantities to the poor. But 
this objection ough' not to have any 
great weight; for it often happens 
that the credit given to the poor isi 
the causeof failure to the tradesman. 
Allowing it, however, to hp wt!)- 
foundfd, yet surely there can he no 
hesitation in adopting a plan produc- 
tive of jiuch essential conifbiis and 
advantages to tjrp many, whilst the 
few who suiter are small indeed ii) 
the balance. Be.'jidK* ihe pr'ncipie 
itself is erroneons I f(ir if orice ad- 
n)itted, th.ere is no improvement 
which it wOuld niit be the means of 
obslructing. When, in addition ti^ 
thisi, it is cpnsidsfed that these shop. 
Jieepers charge enormous prbfiis, 
tlim they furnish very inferior ar- 
ticles, and that' there is a great dch- 
cjincy in the weight, the objection 
must, by evirj' reflectijig mind, be 
dismissed as totally invalid. ''^ 

"These, thpn, form the leading 
objects which your' committee would 
recommenfj for adoption upon the 
first formation of a society for bet- 
tering the condition and Increasing 
Ihe comtorts of the poor. Others 
of equal importance will, in the 
course <if time, imfbid themselves. 
But it is ajjove all things i.ecessary 
to caution the public, both rich and 
poor, from expectinsr too great and 
rapid a progress. '1 he seed must be 
a long time buried in the ground, 
bt'fore wf can look for a plentiful 
harvest. True bpiievolence must be 
guided by the hand of experience 
before its benefits can be extensive- 
ly felt. Iti current is like the quiet 
and placid stream, which spreads 
fertility through the surrounding 
country, in its slow and silent course. 

" * For a more eitended and complete 
answer to this objection whif h ha^ been 
urged against the establishment of public 
shops, see reports of the JjOndon spciety 
for bctterijig the condition of Xht poor. 
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If, however,, in a work which js in- 
tevestiiig to all, only part of the ob- 
ject be atlajned, it will be labour 
well !ippli«id ; and your coniinittee 
cfiMiot close their report, withowt 
expressing their hop*;s that tht pro- 
posed society may meet with that 
support of which./roqja conviction 
*»t' its usefulness, they think it so 
well deserving; attil that long after 
lis projectors have slept in "peace, 
ii may still survive aftd flourish, 
<Jispensing its blessings, encouraging 
the growth of eveiy virtue, and 
nronioting the happiness of nian- 
kjnd. 

JAMES CERAHD, 
PlJOSEy DAWSOfI, 
JONA. UROOKS, 
J. BOSTOCK, 
J. BKANCliEK.'' 

iAWS or T«E INSTITUTION. 

I. That the general object of the 
society be to collect information res- 
pecting the circumstances of the 
jjoor, and to put in practice the ipost 
eiiectual me»ns of ameliorating th/eir 
coitdition. And as it has been found 
impossible, notwithstanding the l<>rge 
stuns bestowed, to rejieve all the 
distress that occurs in this large 
town, it appears desirable that par- 
ticular attention should bp paid to 
every reasonable plan of economy, 
so as to extend the benefits of cha- 
ritable institutions to as great a num- 
ber as possible. That the society 
ever keep in viewtlie principle that 
the best relief the [loor can re- 
ceive is that which pomes from them- 
selves ; and that the most eifectual 
method of improving their condition 
is by the encouragement of indus- 
try and prudence. 

il. That the business of the soci- 
ety shall be transacted by a commit- 
tee of twenty -one members. 

III. That every person subscrib- 
ing ten guineas or upwards at one 
time, or one guinea or upwards an- 



nually, be eligible as a member of 
the committee, and be eutitkd to 
one copy of all the publications of 
the (weiety. 

I V^ That the committee jbe chosen 
by the subscribers ,at their first ge- 
neral meeting, and that they continue 
to act until the 4-ib of December, 1812, 
when seven of the nurnber shall go 
out by loit, and the .commiUee shall 
recommend the names of fourtten 
gentlenxento the annual meeting for 
the choice of tl^e subscribers, (such 
recommendation, however, not to be 
binding ;) the following year, seven 
,of the former members shall go out, 
and sevfiti new committee-men be 
chosen in like manner; and after- 
wards the remaining seven of the 
committee shall go out by rotation, 
after having served three years ; 
such service, however, shall not ren- 
der any person ineligible for the 
sii^ceeding year, if the subscribers 
should think (w-oper to re-elect him. 

V. That ja president, two vice-pre- 
sidents, a treasurer, and secretary, 
shall be appointed annually by and 
out of the committee. 

VI. That the ordinary meetings 
of the committee be held on the 
last Friday in every n^onth, at eleven 
o'clock precisely, or on such day and 
hour as the committee may adjourn 
to, 

VII. That the secretary^ (with the 
consent of the president) may tall a 
special meeting, giving one day's 
notice; but that no business shall 
be transacted at such committee, es* 
ceptiog that which shall have been 
notified in the summons, 

VIU. That the attendance of five 
members at least be necessary to fbriu 
a committee. 

IX. That any member being ab- 
sent for three successive monthly 
meetings, without assigning any sa- 
tisfactory reason, shall vacate hi* 
seat. 

X. That all racancies in the com- 
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mittee be filled up by ballot at 
monthly meetings only, a week's 
previous notice bavin£(. Iwen given 
to each member of the coaiiiiittee, 
and the person so elected shall be 
consitlevcd as ihe substitute of the 
person whose place be fills in the 
committee. 

XI. That all questions be decided 
by a majority of votes, the chair- 
man having also the casting vote. 

XII. That this committee be em- 
powered to correspond with any o- 
tber society having a similar object 
in view, to purchase any books which 
are calculated to give (hem infor- 
mation on the subject, and to.jirint 
any plan or report which they ntay 
think deserving of public attention. 

XUI.That the cornmiitee be al- 
so empowered to otii?r such rewards 
for good conduct as the state of the 
funds will admit, w as to awaken 
the attention of the poor to what 
will promote their h^est interests ; 
that they appoint such ofiBcers with 
salaries as they may think necessa- 
ry, and apply the fnnds of the socie- 
ty in such a manner as shall seem 
to them most conducive t<> the pub- 
lic good. 

XIV. That all drafts or orders for 
payment on accomit of the society,, 
be made by order of the ccmmitlte 
and entered on the minutes of the 
«iay ; and that they be signed by 
three of the menibers pic-ent, and 
countersigned by the cliuiiniau or 
secretary. 

XV. That a select rotnniitlee be 
appointed every tnontbi consisting 
of three members, (two of whom 
may act,) who shall meet or.ct: a 
week for the better dispatch of the 
regular business of tlie society, and 
shall report their proceedings to the 
general committee ; but no orders 
of this. committee shall be binding 
ijeyond the month, unless confirmed 
by the general committee. 

XVI. That sub-committees be ap- 



pointed (consisting of two or more 
members) for such purposes, atid 
with such powers as the committee 
may think fit to delegate to them. 

XVII. That the mayor and acting 
magistrates, the vectors, churchwar- 
dens of the pari>h, and principal 
overseer of the poor, be considered 
as hosiorary inembers of the com- 
mittee. 

XVIII. That a general meeting 
of the suhscribers shall be held on 
the first iVlonday in December in 
every year, to inspect the accounts, 
aad transact the general business of 
tiie s' ciely. 

XiX. That a report of the state 
of the society be published evei y 
j"ear, as soon as convenient after the 
general meeting. 

XX. That no repeal of any funda- 
mental law shall Ijike place,, except 
at the annual meeting of the suli- 
&cribers, one week's previous notice 
having been given to each member 
of anititentiun to propose such re- 
peal. 

XXI. That no person shall be con- 
sidered as a member of (he society 
whose subscription isnioie than six 
months in arrears. 

XXII. That when any money 
shall be placed out at iiilciest, the 
stock shall , be purchased and ihe se- 
curity taken in the name ot the 
trustees for the time being ; and that 
when any purchase of land or 
buildings or any other property shall 
be madf;, such property shall Ue 
conveyed to the said tru.stees in trust 
for the society : and the trustees 
shall, from time to time, when re- 
qijested by the committee, execute 
powers ol' attorney for receiving the 
dividends and interest as the sau'e 
shall become due half yearly ; and 
for receiving or recoverin;; the 
principal money, or any part there- 
of, to such person or persons only 
as the committee for tlie tin)e being 
shall by writing under the hand of 
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their chairman direct : and also shall 
execute any conveyance of such land 
or buildings or other property as the 
conimittee may direct* But the 
trustees, respectively, shall not be 
answerable nor accountable for in- 
voluntary losses, nor One for the o- 
ther, nor for the acts or defaults of 
each other, but each peisoii for 
himself alone. 

XXIII. That it shall at any time 
he in the power of the committee 
for the time being to remove any 
trustee who shall neglect or refuse 
to peiform the duties prescribed by 
the foregoing rule. 

XXIV. That when any vacancy 
occurs by removal, resignation, or 
death, the committee shall, within 
the space of three months from 
such vacancy, proceed to the ap- 
pointment of a new trustee, select- 
ed from among their own number. 

REPORT OF THE SOCIETY. 

Your committee, since their ap- 
pointment, have beert employed 
in making the preparations ne- 
cessary for reducing to practice 
the measures recommended in the 
printed report of the select com- 
mittee, and in facilitating the at- 
tainment of the other objects of the so- 
ciety ; and they now present you 
with the following report of their pro- 
gress. 

In order to obtain that knowledge 

• F THE STATE OF THE POOR MV'bich 

seems so necessary to the future 
prosperity of the society, thev have 
divided the town into ten districts, 
over each of which two members of 
the committee have been appointed 
as siuperintendants; under their di- 
re«ftjon, it is intended to select a 
number of visitors in proportion to 
the population of the several districts, 
to whom this part of the business 
•f the society will more immediately 
he entrusted, ajid from whose in- 
An'matioD th« condition, employment. 



habits of life, and general character 
of the labouring poor may be ac- 
curately known. This investigation 
is for the present deferred, because 
if it had been instituted at this sea- 
soft of the year, expectations of 
pecuniary relief might have beeit 
raised in the minds of the poor, 
which must have been disappointed ; 
early in the spring it is the inteu* 
tion of the committee to commence 
this important inquiry upon a regular 
system, and to perpetuate the infor- 
mation so obtained by half yearly 
or quarterly reports from the vi jitori 
of each division. 

The second object of the sociot}' 
was the establishment of a Fkif.ho- 
ty Society, upon such a basis and 
under such regulations as to prevent 
th€ abuses and correct the errort and 
miscalculations which h;ive proved 
ruinous io so many institutions of this 
kind. 

To this the committee hare not 
been inattentive; a set of rules ha* e 
been drawn up and submitted to the 
inspection of Mr. Morgan, seci-etary 
to the equitable assurance otiice in 
London, which have been returned 
hv him with a letter expressing his 
entire approbation of them, and ge- 
nerously refusing to accept of anv 
remuneration for his services It 
now only remains to take the ntoi^t 
proper measures for encouraging the 
poor to become members, and to 
this object the committee wdl turn 
their immediatu attention. 

To giveeftcct, as early as possible, 
to thethird measure so earnestly re- 
commended, your committee have to 
report, that they have purchased two 
lots of ground, <me in Rridgevvater- 
street, the other in Marlborougli- 
street, near Marybone, foB the |jur- 
pose of erecting thereon two Pub- 
lic Kitchens, with Shops conti- 
gui>us to them ; the plans for these 
premises have been submitted to the 
iniipection of the committee, and 
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apprcrved by them ; considerable 
progress has been made itV the erec- 
tion of one of the buildingsv arid pre- 
parations are malting for tbe imme- 
diate erection of the other. 

Your committee have now inform* 
cd you of the progress which they 
have made in the prosecution ot the 
several plans first recommeiMled to 
your attention. Betore they close 
this, their first yearly report, they 
would state to you what objects may 
as they cotieeive, be reasonably 
held in view m that investigatiott of 
the circumstances of the poor of 
which the)' have spoken In tbe f«-st 
page, and which was amongst the 
plans recommended to the society, 
in the report to the select conuniitee 
in December, 1 809. They have wisli- 
ed to define these obfccts as accu- 
rately as possible to themselves, and 
thev are especiallv anxious that no 
misunderstanding should invade the 
public iTiind on this subject. Per- 
haps, they may best iiitnxlaee the 
exposition of those objects by a state- 
ment of the questions with which 
they purpose to I'urnish their visitors. 
1st, \V hat is your name and age ?• 
2d, Are you married or single, ai 

widow or widower ? 
Sd, What number of children have 
you, and what is the age of' the 
eldest and youngest ? 
♦th What eitiploymeut do yon 

follow ? 
5th, What are your weekly earn- 
ings ? 
6th, With whom do you work ? 
7th, Do you and your family at- 
tend any place of public worship, 
when, and what ? 
Stb, Do your children attend any 
school, how often, and what 
school ? 
Dth, Have your children bad the 

smalt pox, or cow pox ? 
10th, Is your habitation comforta- 
ble, clean, and healthy ? 
nth. Is there any infectious dis- 



order in your house, or near it, 
a'nd what ' small pox, measles, 
or fever >. 
12th, Are ytm \i\ want of relief, 

and why ? 
f3th. Do you receive relief from 
your parish, or from atoy chari- 
faMe institution, and what ? 
r4<th. Where v»e re you born, where 
been in service, or worked as a" 
labourer ? 
15th, How long have you resided 

in Liverpool ? 
16th, W^ho is your laniftord, and 
how long- have you lived in this 
house ? 
l'?tb. Do you belong^^ Sny bene- 
fit sotieiy, and what do you re- 
ceive ? 
One object which the dttmmittee 
have in view, in pressio-g some of 
the above stated «flestions, is, that 
preparation may be made for a ju- 
dicious distribution of relief, in the 
event of the recurrence of sueh a 
season as tl>^ winter of IHOS-t^; On 
that occasion, many of t^e visitors 
were much embarras-sed in their- ope- 
rations from want of a satisfactory' 
knowledge' (a knWvledge not, oti th;iS 
emergehcy, to be oblained) of the 
characters ami civciMnstances of 
many of those who applied for r»- 
sistance. But it is not merely to a sea- 
son of unufua/ distress that your com- 
mittee look. They have it constant- 
ly impressed upon their minds thai 
the great object of your association 
is' to produce a permanent improve- 
ment in the state of the poor ; aiu^ 
it is abvioos that niany of their 
questions have a contemplation dis- 
tntct from that of the mere lesserr- 
ing of temporary suilering. 

They conceive that by making 
themselves largely acquainted wittt 
th« state ©f the poorer classes they 
may best ascertain to themselves ir» 
what directions their efforts nray be 
most happily made. It is possi- 
ble that, in the result of their »n- 



1811.} Liverpool Society for Bettering the Condition qf the Poor. 357 



vestigation, modes of misery may 
be brought to light of the existence 
of which tht-y have now no know- 
ledge ; and that soine evils which 
are knoivn to exist may be shown 
to have attained a magnitude of 
which they have, at present, no 
conception. In such cases, it will 
be a part of their duty to consider, 
whether the evils disclosed are such 
as it may lie within their power to 
remove or lesse'iij 

They wish it distinctly to be un- 
derstood, that it does not form a part 
of their purpose to give pecunicny 
assistance.* It is possible, however, 



* Ft is proper, however, to remark that 
three plans have been under the fcouside- 
fation of the committee, (alth&tigh not as 
jret determined upon,) the proseciition oi 
which would imply -the imparting of manty 
to the poor : I!irst,-3, plan of distributing 
pecuniary rewards to such persons as 
should have brought up a certain number 
of children without aid froiW the parish ', 
Secondly, a plan of tstablishing a bank for 
the reception of small sums from the poor, 
the committee engaging to pay intertst for 
the sums so deposited ; and, Thirdly, a 
plan Of leading small sums (say £2, or ^3,), 
to poor persons, to be re-paid by instal- 
ments, a respectable housekeeper being 
guarantee for the re-payment of a part. — ■ 
On the last plan they would remark, that 
besides possessing, in common with the 
lecond, the advantage of habituating the poor 
to lay by a part of their earnings, it carries 
with it the following recommendations i.^- 
1st, That the security given by the house- 
keeper is in itself as good an attestation as 
can be desired to the character of the per- 
son soliciting assistance ; and, 2dly, That 
the plan would, in many instances, hap- 
pily co-operate with the shop-institution, 
Spoken of in page 351, inasmuch as it may 
be presumed,, (and the experience of the 
visitors of 1808-9 confirms, the idea,) that 
thany persons who might be disfosed to a- 
dopt the plan of buying fot ready money 
at a low price would be prevented from a- 
dopting it, by the debts ;under which th^y 
might lie, to shop-keepers. A small sum 
by wky of loan, to be re-pajd by easy in- 
stalments, would release them from the in- 
cumbrance, and would give an auspicious 
elastlgity to their future industrious efforts. 

BilUAST M.»G. NO, XXXIV, 



that their investigation may dis- 
close many evils, towards the re- 
moval of which they may be instru- 
mental without the givi ug of money 
to the sufferers. Should it ap- 
pear, for instance, that many of the 
children of the poor are without 
the blessings of education, your 
committee may fairly exert them- 
selves towards the obtaining of those 
advantages for them. Should it ap- 
pear thEtt,spiteof the facilities afford- 
ed for the cow-pox inoculaiion, there 
are many poor families who hesitate 
to adopt it, ydur committee may theti 
fairly consider, whether there be 
any uitcoercive means by which they 
may become instrumental (under 
providence) in propagating a prac- 
tice which promises so well for the 
happiness of mankind. Shoald it 
be found (and your committee ap- 
prehend that, with respect to fe- 
males especially, it would be found) 
that there are many persons, who, 
how everwif/^ disposed to be industrious, 
cannot obtain employment, it may 
then become a just matter of con- 
sideration with your committee, 
whether some new modes of em- 
ployment may iwt be devised, by 
which such persons may be enabled 
to earn their bread. Your commit- 
tee have reason to believe that there 
are in this town many poor and in- 
dustrious persons from distant pa- 
rishes to whom a little parochial re- 
lief would be important, who are 
prevented from applying to this 
parish by a fear of being sent heme ; 
and from applying to their ovvit 
parishes by fear, or hopelessness, 
or an ignorance of the just mode of 
proceeding. To siich persons your 
committee conceive that they may 
be useful, by making application to 
their parishes (the merits of the ca- 
ses having been previously ascer- 
tained) for a stipend to be remitted 
to the person.^, in question, so that 
these persons may have the beaetll 
A a a 
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of parochial aid, without being com- 
pelled to leave a place in which their 
industry may be exerted to the 
greatest advantage. 

Your committee think also that, 
,by collecting accounts of the cha- 
racters and circumstances of the poor, 
they may render the society's office 
a just receptacle of information for 
those who wish to obtain honest and 
industrious labourers or servants. 
Should this object of their hope be 
realized, it may then become a mat- 
ter of desire amion^ the poorer 
chi!?scs to have a well established 
character on the society's books. 

Your committee have now stated 
some of the modes in which they 
conceive they may be useful in 
consequence-of the information which 
nrav be drawrt forth by their ques- 
tions. It is evident that some few 
of their questions have purely a 
giatisiical tendency, »\ e. they look 
to the, ascertaining of the general 
lihtorj/ (viz. tbie birthplaces, &c.) 
of the poor of this town. Such 
questions they have thought it fit 
to insert in tbeir catalogue. They 
assist in giving completeness to the 
view which they are takin? of the 
poor of Liverpool ; and this com- 
pleteness of view may be peoessary 
to enable them to reason justly con- 
cerning the probable eftijct of insti- 
tutions which have the welfare of 
the poor for their objett, 

Tiiey hope they may not be charg- 
ed v^■ith aiming at too much. They 
are, indeed, proceeding with caution, 
Jeeliiig their uay. They wish their 
objects to be as definite as possible, 
liven ttien they are not confident as 
to their power of accomplishing 
them ; but if ihey accomplish a part 
only, they will do better than those 
who sit still and make no eflbrt be- 
cause they .cannot achieve all. The 
only danger is, acconiing to their 
apprehension, that many who be- 
lojiy not to your associatioo, uud e- 



ven the more inactive members of 
the association itself, may satisfy 
themselves that the ai^ents of the so- 
cietj/ are to do every thing, and, 
therefore, that they, in their respec- 
tive stations, are released from alt 
obligation to charitable effort. Alas ! 
your committee can hope to remove 
but a portion of the evil existing in 
this town. Whilst they shall be 
exerting themselves even with their 
utmost energy, there will be ample 
scope for the benevolent activity of 
individuals. The efforts of one are 
not meant to supercede those of the 
other. They may go oo m^st liap- 
pily in unison. 

Fully aware, therefore, of the dif- 
ficulty of the duty they are engaged 
in, even under the most favourable 
circumstances^ and contemplating, 
with no little apprehension, the limit- 
ed state of their funds, and the very 
few names that have been added to 
the list of subscribers »i»ce the first 
general meeting, they dare fiot in- 
indulge any high expectations them- 
selves, nor mislead the promoters of 
the objects of this institution by false 
hopes of that success v^hich must ul- 
timately depend upon the patronage of 
the public. The committee have 
cheerfully devoted their time and la- 
bour to the formation of this establish- 
ment, and will continue their exertions 
with increased diligence, if they shall 
receive that countenance and support 
which alone can ensure success jii the 
attainment of the various objects of 
this important.institution. 

The present deplorable state of 
the commerce of these kingdoms rsust 
be felt and lamented by all. These 
evils, as they lessen the means, will, in- 
crease our exertions to support the 
strength and prosperity <rf our couiitry,- 
which, whether the whole or its parts 
be considered, consists in a populace 
vigoTOHSj virtuous, and enlightened. 
The labourers are '.he hands- of the 
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merchant, the implements of the ma- 
nufacturer and the agriculturist ; a 
source of wealth in peace, and our 
defence in war. In the hour of dan - 
ger they keep the enemy from our 
coast, and " ttanJ a •uiallofjire around 
cur loved tsk," 

Such are the public spirit and be« 
nevolence of the inhabitants of this 
town, that appeals to excite the pas- 
sions have been unnecessary } belief 
has always met distress, apd they 
hav« been as ready to give as to re- 
ceive 

Some objections have been stated 
to the organization of the Laws of 
this Institution, wliich have much re- 
tarded its progress : great pains have 
been taken to obviate them, particu- 
lary as they came from gen;.lemen 
highly respectable, and warm friends 
to the poor. It is hoped they no 
longer exist, and that if the present 
members of the Society will lay the 
state of the funds before theii friends, 
and explain their views, all will unite, 
with one heart and one soul, in this 
JLABOIIR OP LOVE. 

Liverpool, Felruart), 1811. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

seraph; OB VAfjITY REPROVED. 

(Concluded from page '2,'i'V.) 
TX711EN her step-mother found 
fuult with her, she never dared 
to justify herst'lf, or speak a word 
in repiv ; this would have been reck- 
oned the height of disobedience ; 
she was therefore obliged to be;ir 
all in silence, though often, her heart 
was ready to burst. 

Little Seraph was the first who 
seemed to syinpaihize in Harriet's 
sufferirtiis, and in s.)ine degree to re- 
sent her injuries. 

If shi.- chnnced to be seated on Iier 
mainina's lap, when the storm be- 
gan, she imniediateiv left it, and 



walking over to her sister, placed 
herself close beside her, with her 
face turned towards her mamma; 
there she stood firm, endeavouring 
as it should seem, to ward oft' the 
fury of the tem[>est from its object, 
or «at least determined to bear a 
part of it. 

If she saw Harriet much affected, 
she climbed on her chair, and got 
her arms round her neck, and if a 
tear strayed down her sister's cheek, 
she immediately kissed it off". Some- 
times she was ordered away from 
her sister; then she would, without 
saying a word, walk with a firm 
ftep to that part of the room which 
was farthest from her mother, and 
remain there till peace was restored. 
But never did these two exemplary 
sisters mention their mother's cru- 
elty, either between themselves, or 
to any other person, nor utter one 
disrespectful word of her. It seem- 
ed, that without having spoken their 
tliaughts to each other, both had de- 
termined to be silent on the disagree- 
able subject for ever. 

Captain Lancaster saw that his 
wife did not love his daughter, but 
he had no conception of the mi- 
sery she suffered in consequente 
of Iier step-mother's dislike; and Har- 
riet would have died rather than let 
him know any thing that might 
cause him, uneasiness. 

Time therefore rolled on without 
bringing any diminution to the suf- 
ferings of Harriet; on the contrary, 
every year encreased her step-mo- 
ther's enmhy towards her. The 
diaUolical passion of jealousy pro- 
duced the most baleful effects in 
the mind of Mrs. L. she grew pas- 
sionate, vindictive, and revengeful. 

Aa incident occurred about tliis 
time, which though trilling in itself, 
we cannot pass over in silence, on ac- 
count of the serious consequences 
produced by it. 

There was in the family an old 



